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“Compass Points”  

Airports as Economic Engines  

It’s important to recognize airports’ involvement with the creation of regional economic vitality 
so communities may appreciate the value these facilities generate. The County of San Diego 
operates a system of eight airports with over 1,700 based aircraft, and handling over 650,000 
annual aircraft operations from 11 runways.  County Airports owns approximately 3,000 acres of 
land including several industrial/business parks that help fund Airport expenses.  

No County of San Diego general fund money is used to pay for operations, maintenance or other 
support for County Airports. County Airports’ Enterprise Fund functions similar to a private 
business. Revenue comes from a variety of sources including rents and leases, passenger facility 
charges, parking revenues, customs/landing/aircraft tiedown fees, fuel flowage royalties, permits, 
and federal aid to airports.  

County Airports has an approximate $1B economic impact on San Diego County’s economy. 
This impact is the result of direct, indirect, and induced economic benefits. Many of the county’s 
largest private employers rely on our airports to help support their corporate mission by giving 
them global reach in a global economy.  

Non-aviation commercial use businesses on Airport-owned property provide well paying, stable 
employment. The range of non-aviation industries includes: warehousing, manufacturing, 
fabrication including high tech systems, service industries, retail, etc. 

Some of the newest developments underway on Airport property include a Lowe’s Home 
Improvement Center, fast food restaurant, gas station and bank. The completion of the 
environmental impact report for the Gillespie Field Cajon Air Center will allow aviation 
development to move forward. These projects promise to provide jobs, new opportunities, and 
generate more revenue for the community. 

County of San Diego’s system of airports is a positive force in the county’s economic vitality. 

Clear skies & happy landings, 



Pete Drinkwater 

Director of Airports
 

Sky’s the Limit at Borrego Akrofest  

By Viki Cole, Contract Airport Manager  

 

Join us for the Annual IAC Chapter 36 San Diego Hammerheads Aerobatic Competition held at 
the Borrego Valley Airport Friday and Saturday October 14 and 15 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. This is 
a full powered contest, Primary through Unlimited. Borrego will also feature the Annual 
Chamber of Commerce Sundowner on Friday from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. The public is invited to 
fly or drive in for food and music. Bring your lawn chair and stay for the fun! 

 

Cajon Air Center Redevelopment Project Open House  

By Lee Ann Lardy, Real Property Supervisor  

The draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) is now available for public comment. 
The PEIR analyzes impacts for the planned redevelopment of 70 acres at Gillespie Field known 
as Cajon Air Center. A Public Review Open House will be held October 5, 2011 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. at the Gillespie Field Airport Administration Building, 1960 Joe Crosson Drive, El 
Cajon, CA 92020. The Open House will provide an opportunity for the public to ask questions 
about the PEIR. 



  

The project area is shown above.  

The PEIR is available online at: http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dpw/airports.html. The 45-day 
public review period runs from September 15, 2011 to October 31, 2011. Copies of the PEIR are 
available at the Airport Administration Building at Gillespie Field, the El Cajon Public Library, 
and the Environmental Services Office in Kearny Mesa. All comments about the PEIR must be 
in writing and be sent to Jeff Kashak at: 

§  5469 Kearny Villa Road Suite 305, San Diego, CA 92123 

§  or by e-mail at Jeff.Kashak@sdcounty.ca.gov  

§  or by fax at (858) 874-4043 

For additional information, please contact Jeff Kashak at (858) 874-4056. 

 

Green Maintenance  

By Mike Carson, Maintenance Manager  
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Each month County Airports Maintenance accepts approximately 100 yards of mulch material. 
It’s free from local tree trimming companies and keeps more material out of local landfills. It’s 
not only decorative, but functional. 

 

Mulch prevents weeds and erosion, especially on steep slopes, and saves the expense of spraying 
fence lines with expensive chemicals. Another example of County Airports utilizing “green” best 
management practices. 

 

Storm Water Reminders: Let’s Get Ready For the Rainy Season  

By Bo Donovan, Contract Airport Manager  

As we approach our region’s rainy season (October – May), here are some helpful reminders of 



what to watch for and how we all can do our part to prevent storm water issues from becoming 
bigger problems. 

1.     Dripping Hoses  

Turn off your outside water hoses tightly each time you use them.  You’d be surprised how much 
water and cost can build up from just a small drip. 

2.     Rusty Metals  

Scrap metal, lawn mowers, tools, boat trailers, ATVs, and other items can accumulate rust. When 
it rains, the rust washes right into our storm water drains and systems.  Make sure these kinds of 
items are stored inside or elevated under a covered area.  You can even seal them up under a 
tarp. 

3.     Erosion  

Be your own Storm Water Inspector. Take a walk around your property and pay particular 
attention to erosion sources like hillsides, around sprinkler systems, and outlets. During heavy 
rains, these areas can erode and sediment will find its way into the storm water system. Simple 
and inexpensive products available at most hardware stores like Geo Logs, sand bags and straw 
waddles help prevent erosion. The County and some cities make sand bags available for free 
during heavy rains. 

4.     Industrial Products  

If you clean your vehicle’s engine or change your own oil, what do you do with the old oil, 
grease, and solvent that come from that vehicle? We hope it isn’t put down the street gutter or 
left out in an open container. This type of discharge could levy a hefty fine and sends dangerous 
materials into our waterways. Most auto parts stores will accept used oil and solvents then 
dispose of them properly. It only takes a few extra minutes to do the right thing. 

5.     Household Products  

Let’s not forget about the simple things we use around the house. Laundry detergent containers, 
soaps, shampoos, paints, paint brushes and rollers, glues, etc need to be disposed of properly as 
well. 

Remember: nothing should go into our storm water system except rain.  It will pay big dividends 
to us all as well as the rivers, lakes and streams we love to visit.  

 

County Airports Toys for Tots 2011  



 

 

“Preflight Safety Check”  

Airport Non-Movement Areas  

By Olivier Brackett, Assistant Airport Manager  

Due to the geographic layout and nature of operations at our County of San Diego Airports, it’s 
necessary to allow only a limited number of vehicles and drivers to operate inside the Airport 
Operations Area (AOA).  The AOA includes all areas inside the airport perimeter fence. These 
areas require restricted access and include: runways, taxiways, ramps, safety areas, and perimeter 
roads. The AOA consists of the Non-Movement Area and the Movement Area. 



 

The Non-Movement Area is defined as the alleys and ramp areas not used for aircraft landing or 
taxing. This area is also referred to as the ramp, apron, or tarmac. Both aircraft and ground 
vehicles utilize the Non-Movement Area. Before entering the Airport Movement Area (AMA), 
McClellan-Palomar and Gillespie Field require all drivers to complete an airport driver’s course.  
The AMA contains the runways and taxiways; gaining access to these surfaces is highly 
restricted only to those who prove the absolute need to do so.  It’s critical that the AMA is never 
entered without prior approval from airport management.  Specific surface markings are used to 
separate movement areas from non-movement areas. 

Contact us if you’d like more information on taking an airport driver’s course. 

 

Palomar Tower Receives Much-Needed Upgrades  

By Olivier Brackett, Assistant Airport Manager  
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Next month will mark the end of a two-year modernization project of the Air Traffic Control 
Tower at Palomar. The control tower and the base building, built in 1973 and 1999, have had 
very few upgrades until now. The necessary modernization cost approximately $1 million 
and will bring the building to current standards. Upgrades include: electrical and operational 
equipment, air conditioning, new roofs on both buildings, a parking lot renovation, an exterior 
insulation finishing system used to cover the control tower and shaft metal paneling, as well as 
some other minor cosmetic upgrades.

 

Assaggio’s Reopens Doors for Winter Crowd  

Assaggio’s Ritorante Italiano has reopened its doors now that the weather has cooled in the 
Southern California desert. Fly on in or take a scenic drive into Borrego Springs. Assaggio’s 
offers a generous menu of Italian favorites found here: 
http://www.assaggioitalian.com/menu.html  

 

http://www.assaggioitalian.com/menu.html�


Start your meal with a cold antipasti salad or hot bowl of Pasta Fagioli soup. Wet your whistle at 
the full bar. Hungry for something comforting? Savor the Eggplant Parmesan, Veal Marsala or 
Shrimp Scampi. Assaggio’s is located west of the administration building on Palm Canyon 
Drive. 

Assaggio’s Ristorante Italiano: It’s Worth the Trip! 

760-767-3388 

 

Ramona Open House – Flying Success!  

Watch our YouTube video!  

An estimated 4,500 to 5,000 people attended the 2011 Ramona Airport Open House on Sept 24. 
They came to see vintage and experimental aircraft including WWII-era planes, big rig trucks, 
and a variety of cars. In addition to hundreds of visitors touring the air traffic control tower, 
many also got a close-up look inside the Sheriff’s Copter 10 and Mercy Air. Many came for the 
dedication ceremony by District 2 Supervisor Jacob of Big Jimmy – a fully restored 1939 fire 
truck that was originally built for the La Mesa Fire Department that was discovered years later 
watering grapes in northern California. It was painstakingly restored at a cost of $30K, which 
came entirely from donations. 

Read the full story  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQDWWIlVqZM�
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New RNWY Markings Help Prevent Incursions  

By Olivier Brackett, Assistant Airport Manager  

County Airports updates surface markings as needed to stay in compliance with evolving FAA 
regulations.  McClellan-Palomar recently installed surface painted “hold position” signs.  These 
markings are located at each taxiway intersection to the runway and identify the location of a 
runway entrance.  Such holding position markings are mandatory for all Part 139 (commercial) 
certified airports. 

  

The markings range in size from 7’ x 15’ to 18’ x 15’ depending on the size of its corresponding 
taxiway. These new markings are intended to help minimize the potential for runway incursions. 
They are a useful tool in providing pilots additional visual cues of an upcoming runway 
intersection.  

 

Ramona Tower Utilizes Radar  

By Bo Donovan, Contract Airport Manager  

Radar equipment was installed and put into operation in the Air Traffic Control Tower at 
Ramona Airport in spring 2011. Identical screens are located in the Cab on the top floor and 
outside the Manager’s office on the 2nd floor.  Ramona was the final “controlled” airport in 
Southern California to have radar installed. 

The system feeds the Ramona sector into the tower from either the TRACON (SoCal Approach) 
center or Camp Pendleton. Once an additional feed from a mountain peak above Julian is 
established, aircraft near to ground level will be visible as well. Ramona tower controllers can 
adjust their monitor to give them an assortment of information such as the aircraft’s speed, 



altitude, transponder code and even type of aircraft.   

 

As the exact center of San Diego County, Ramona Airport receives as much transitional traffic as 
it does landing and departing traffic.  The radar system gave the controllers a better awareness of 
aircraft traffic up to 60 miles out.

 

"You Tell Us!"  

When the weather cools and the rain starts to fall, there’s nothing like curling up in your favorite 
chair with something good to read.  In that spirit, we’d like to make sure Plane News is 
delivering as a good read. 

 

Are you a local pilot with a good story to share? Is there something about aviation you’d like to 
know? Maybe you have a picture you took while flying over San Diego that’s too good not to 

http://www.rachelmacgowanphotography.com/�


share. Is there a County Airports procedure you want more information on? 

Let us know! What stories do you want to hear? 

Happy Autumn,  

The Editor  

 

  Looking for a specific story? Check out our Plane News archive  

Historical Aircraft Display Information  

Airports Home ∫ Plane News Archive ∫ Contact Editor  
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